
Alderton Junior School History Overview

Year 3 How did Britain change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?

Who first lived in Britain?

● Why was it called the Stone Age? What do the terms ‘BC’ and ‘AD’ mean?

● When did the first early humans arrive and settle in Britain?

● How did people live during the Palaeolithic era?

● How did tools, homes and ways of hunting change over the Stone Age

period (from Palaeolithic to Neolithic times)?

● What was found at Skara Brae in Britain and why is it important?

● What impact did the discovery of metal (bronze and iron) have on society?

● How can evidence found at Stonehenge give us different answers about

the past?

● How and why were hillforts built in the Iron Age? (Visit to Loughton camp)

http://prehistoric.lgfl.org.uk/

What impact did the Roman Empire have on Britain? (Depth Study)
Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them?

● Who were the Romans and where did they come from? (link to Geography

skills)

● Which countries were part of the Roman empire?

● What happened in Colchester AD 61 (Boudicca’s resistance)?

● What did Britain offer the Romans?

● What was daily life like in Roman Britain? (Rich and poor Romans)

● Why was the Roman army so successful in battle?

● Where in Britain did the Romans build their towns and roads? Why? (types of

settlements & map work on Roman place names)

● What changes did the Romans make in Britain that affect our lives today?

(roads, laws, trade)

● When did the Romans leave Britain and why?

http://romans.lgfl.org.uk/

Historical Skills:

Chronological understanding
Understand the past can be divided into different periods of time
Know that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD
Use a timeline to sequence and order historical events

Historical Enquiry
Use appropriate historical terms
Identify different ways in which the past is represented
Use sources of information to make observations, ask questions and find answers about the past*
Begin to recognise why people in the past acted as they did

Historical interpretation
Explore the idea that there are different accounts of history

* Sources can include books, the internet, photographs, artefacts, printed documents, pictures, letters, buildings and visits to museums and galleries

http://prehistoric.lgfl.org.uk/
http://romans.lgfl.org.uk/


Year 4 How did the Anglo Saxons and the Scots change Britain?

● What happened to Britain when the Romans left?

● Why did the Anglo-Saxons and the Scots invade Britain?

● Where did the Anglo-Saxons settle in Britain and what changes did they

make to these places?

● How much can the Sutton-Hoo burial tell us about Anglo-Saxon life?

● What was life like in an Anglo-Saxon village?

● When did the Anglo-Saxons become Christians and who influenced them to
convert?

● How did the last Anglo-Saxon Kings and Queens shape Britain today? (e.g.
religion, poetry, days of the week)

Who were the Ancient Egyptians and what were their greatest achievements?
(Depth Study)

● Where is Egypt on a map and when did this civilisation begin?

● What can sources tell us about daily life in Ancient Egypt?

● Why was the River Nile important to the Ancient Egyptians?

● What was life like for farmers in Ancient Egypt?

● What were some of the Ancient Egyptians most important achievements?

● What religious beliefs did Ancient Egyptians have?

● What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about life after death?

● What number and writing system did the Ancient Egyptians have and how is

it similar/different to ours today?

● When did this civilisation end and why?

http://ancientegypt.lgfl.org.uk/

Historical Skills:

Chronological Understanding
Understand the past can be divided into different periods of time and recognise some similarities and differences between periods of time
Show understanding of the use of dates and terms (e.g. BC/AD) when demonstrating historical chronology
Order key events and dates on a timeline

Historical Enquiry
Ask questions and find answers about the past
Use appropriate historical terms
Use evidence to describe events and changes that are being studied
Begin to give reasons for the main events and changes that are being studied

Understand that knowledge about the past is constructed from a range of sources
Select and combine information from different sources to answer question about the past*

Historical Interpretation
Look at different versions of the same event in history and identify differences.
Know that people in the past represent events or ideas in a way that persuades others.

Sources can include books, the internet, photographs, artefacts, printed documents, pictures, letters, buildings and visits to museums and galleries

http://ancientegypt.lgfl.org.uk/


Year 5 Who were the Ancient Greeks and what were their achievements? (Depth Study)

● How did the Ancient Greek empire grow and why?

● What do Greek buildings tell us about Greek life and beliefs?

● How was life different in Athens compared to Sparta?

● Why was trade important in Ancient Greece?

● How did Greek beliefs affect daily life?

● How did the ruling systems in Ancient Greece change over time and influence

the rest of the world?

● What was important about the battle of Marathon?

● How have the Olympics changed over time?

Who were the Ancient Mayans and what did we learn from them?

● Who were the Maya and where did they live?

● How did the Mayan civilization flourish in such difficult terrain?

(mountains/jungle)

● How and what did the Maya trade? (link to farming)

● What was life like at the height of Mayan civilization? How do we know?

● What religious beliefs did the Maya have?

● Why did the Mayan Empire collapse? (competing theories)

● What remains of the Ancient Maya today?

http://maya.lgfl.org.uk/

Historical Skills:
Chronological Understanding
Show understanding of the use of dates and terms (e.g. BC/AD) when demonstrating historical chronology
Order key events, movements and dates on a timeline
Identify changes

Historical Enquiry
Ask questions and find answers about the past
Use appropriate historical terms
Give reasons for the main events and changes that are being studied

Understand that knowledge about the past is constructed from a range of sources
Use reliable sources to make more sophisticated observations to answer questions about the past*
Begin to investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer

Historical Interpretation
Understand that some evidence from the past is propaganda, opinion or misinformation, and that this affects interpretations of history.
Give reasons why there may be different accounts of history.
Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable forms.

* Sources can include books, the internet, photographs, artefacts, printed documents, pictures, letters, buildings and visits to museums and galleries

http://maya.lgfl.org.uk/


Year 6 Who were the Vikings and where did they come
from?
Were the Vikings always vicious?

● Where did the Vikings come from and

when did the invade?

● Why did the Vikings invade Britain and

where did they settle?

● How successful were Viking raids against

the Anglo-Saxons?

● How did Alfred the Great/Athelstan impact

the Vikings?

● What can archaeologists tell us about

Viking life in Britain? (Jorvik)

● What impact did the death of Edward the

Confessor (in 1066) have on Viking rule?

Why is the battle of Hastings one of the

significant turning points in English history?

http://vikings.lgfl.org.uk/

WW2 in Europe and the Battle of Britain. (Depth Study)
How did the Battle of Britain change WW2?

● When and why did World War II start?

● Who were the key figures involved in WWII?

● What was the Battle of Britain and how did it get

its name?

● Why was the Battle of Britain a significant turning

point in British History compared to other

wartime events?

● What was the Blitz?

● How did people protect their homes during the

Blitz?

● How did the Blitz affect our local area (schools,

houses and families in Loughton)?

● How has life changed in Britain since the war?

● Why is it important to mark Remembrance Day

and Holocaust Memorial Day in the 21st Century?

How has Loughton changed over time?
How did the Victorian period shape Loughton today?
Local Study
(link with mapping skills)

This history aspect needs some research first to then
come up with pertinent key questions that link to
change in Victorian times with interesting specific links
(e.g. Dr Barnardo’s, the rise of the railway, Victorian
schools etc)

Historical Skills

Chronological Understanding
Organise significant events, movements and dates on a timeline
Identify and compare changes within and across different time periods

Historical Enquiry
Ask questions and find answers about the past
Use appropriate historical terms
Give reasons for the main events and changes that are being studied, backed up by evidence

Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable forms to answer questions about the past*

Investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer

Historical Interpretation
Know that people both in the past have a point of view and that this can affect the interpretation of events, people and changes
Give clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history, linking this to factual understanding of the past.

* Sources can include books, the internet, photographs, artefacts, printed documents, pictures, letters, buildings and visits to museums and galleries

http://vikings.lgfl.org.uk/

